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TO 



THE PRESroENT AND MEMBERS 



OF TBB 



ROYAL ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 



WITH FEELINGS OF THE GREATEST RESPECT, 



BY 



THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE. 



In off.-ring tbis work to the notice of the reader^ 
some explanation of the motives that led to its pablica- 
tion may be deemed necessary. 

An ardent admirer of antiquities from childhood, 
the Author's first desire on arriving in the Isle of Man 
was to examine the Runic crosses. This apparently 
simple task became in reality a tedious undertaking, 
from the absence of any complete guide to their situa- 
tions, and the difficulty of obtaining information from 
the peasantry about things, in several instances, in their 
immediate neighbourhoods. These facts combined, ap- 
peared to render the work a desideratum, which should 
at once convey to the curious in antiquarian research, a 
just idea of the former adornments, inscriptions, and. 
dimensions of these remains ; and be to the tourist a 
correct guide, by exactly indicating their localities. 

If the Author succeeds in effecting these objects, 
and is in any way the means of smoothing the path for 
the more complete investigation of these curious relics, 
he will consider himself amply rewarded. 

DouoLAs, Angast, 1841. 



REMARKS. 



The period of the introduction of the Runic cha*^ 
racter into Europe is a contested point with antiquaries^ 
but all appear to agree that it is of Asiatic origin. It 
is extremely probable that Odin introduced the Runic 
character into the north of Europe, a few years before 
the birth of Christ, soon after Mithridates had been 
overthrown by Pompey. A nation of Asiatic Goths 
who possessed that portion of Asia now called Georgia, 
alarmed at the progressive encroachments of the Romans, 
retired in vast multitudes under the conduct of their 
leader Odin, or Woden, into tbe northern parts of 
Europe, not subject to the Roman government, and set- 
tled im Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and other parts of 
Scandanavia. They brought with them many useful 
arts, particularly letters and writing, by which they ac- 
quired the respect of the rude and uncivilized inhabitants 
of Scandanavia, who would rsadily conceive there was 
something divine or magical in them ; accordingly we 
find Odin, or Woden, elevated by their superstition into 
a god, and the Runic characters introduced by him, ac- 
tually employed in spells and enchantments, for the pre- 
tended purpose of working prodigies. 

This migration is confirmed, not only by the concur- 
rent testimony of various historians, but also by the con- 
spicuous similarity subsisting at this day between several 
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customs of the Georgians and those of certain cantons o( 
Norway and Sweden, which have preserved their ancient 
manners in the purest degree. 

A striking internal proof of this migration^ is to be 
found in die fiust that the ancient inhabitants of Den- 
mark and Norway inscribed the exploits of their kihgs 
and heroes upon rocks in characters called Runic^ and 
of this practice many marks still remain in those coun-^ 
tries. This custom of writing on tocks is Asiatic. Mo- 
dem travellers state that there are Runic inscriptions^ 
now existing in the deserts of Taltary^ 

The Saxons^ who traced the descent of their ptinces 
from Odin^ and who became possessors of England in 
the 6th century, imported into that coimtiy the old 
Runic character and language. This appears from in-^ 
scriptions on coins, stones, and from some of their manu-^ 
scripts 

There are some Runic medals in the cabinets of the 
curious ; and some Danish and English medals, the in^ 
scriptions of which are Latin, and the character Runic^ 
There is extant a coin of king Ofia, with a Runic in- 
scription, which shows that this character had been used 
by the Saxons as well as their Scandanavian brethren^ 
But the conversion of the Saxons to Christianity, which 
happened before the 7th century, entirely banished the 
common use of these characters, which were then es^^ 
teemed unhallowed and necromantic. 

There can, therefore, be no doubt that the Runic 
crosses found in the Isle of Man, are the work of the 
Danes or Norsemen, (the direct descendants of Odin,) 
who conquered the Island about the end of the 9th cen- 
tury. In 1263 the Danes lost all their influence in the 
Isle of Man, and were succeeded by the Scots. We may. 
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therefore^ with great probability, assign as tbe date of 
tbeir erection, tbe interval between 900«and 1263, tbe 
period of Scandanavian influence. If any dependence 
can be pbced on tbe correctness of the translations, it is 
certain that they were set up in memory of the dead. 

The inscriptions are almost all cut upon the edge of 
these monuments, and read from the bottom upwards. 
A remarkable .unity of design is apparent throughout 
(the series. A cross over a circle is the principal feature 
in almost every instance, that in Andreas Church-yard, 
is an exception, there the cross is quite distinct, but the 
small hollows in the angles of the cross,* indicate the usual 
situation of the circle ; the singularly involved and twisted 
designs carved upon these relics, tte striking — ^many of 
them elegant, and it is a disputed point whether these 
designs were hieroglyphical, or merely adornments. 

These monuments must have been very numerous in 
the Island, as there are upwards of twenty nearly per-.- 
feet, and several fragments of different crosses still re- 
maining ; these owe their preservation more to the in* 
distructable nature of the stone on which most of them 
are sculptured, (than to i^ny caxe that has been bestowed 
upon them ; many have no doubt been used for building 
purposes. Witbiiji the last few months two very richly 
carved crosses, one if ^ot both, with Runic inscriptions 
upon them, were brokeu in pieces to form a part of Kirk 
Michael Church wall, upon the top of which, the frag- 
ments may be seen imbedded in mortar. It is to be 
hoped that some measures will be adopted to preserve 
the remnant of these interesting relics from similar treat- 
ment, if not, in a few years they will be spoken of only 
*^ as things that were/' 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES. 



1. — ^At Kirk Michael. This pillar stands on the 
roadside^ in the middle of the village^ near the northern 
comer of the Chnrch-yard. It is in very good preserva- 
tion^ is seven feet four inches in height, twenty inches 
wide, and five inches thick. The inscription has heen 
translated hy Sir J. Prestwich and Mr. Beauford, but 
they differ totally in the original reading as well as in 
the translation. Sir John reads it-— 

** JUALFTR ! : UJNR : THUaULF ! : BIM ! : RAUTHA : RI ! TI ! XRV ! a 
THONG : APT : FRITHU : DUTHUR ! : JTAO— — " 

and translates it thus — 

« Walter, son of Thurulf, almight right valiant, Lord of Frithu, 
the Father, Jeans Christ" 

Mr. Beauford reads — 

" IVALFIR SUNR DURAL FAS SINS RANDA RISTI CRUS AFTRINHS 
MUDUR SINS." 

^ For the sins of lyalfir, the son of Doral, this cross was erect- 
ed bj his mother Aftride." 

2. — ^In Michael Church-yard, at the north end, near 
Bishop Wilson's monument. It is three feet two inches 
high and twenty inches wide, considerably damaged. 

3.^— On Michael Church-wall. This cross stands on 
the south side of the Church-gate. It is in good preser- 
vation generally. The inscription very perfect. Three 
feet eight inches high, sixteen inches wide, and three 
inches thicks. 
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4. — Oil Michael Church-wall, immediately opposite 
to No. 3, upon the north side of the gateway. It is in 
very good condition. Upon it are several figures, two 
apparently lamenting, and one playing the harp. In 
this instance the inscription is cut upon the hack of the 
stone, on the right hand side. This cross is three feet 
nine and a half inches high, and seventeen inches wide. 

6, — ^Fragments on Michael Church-wall. The three 
pieces numbered 1, 2, 3, are evidently portions of one 
richly carved cross. The inscription which upon the top 
part of fig. 1 is quite distinct, has been broken off fig. 2, 
and upon fig. 3 is almost defaced. These pieces are upon 
the south side of the gate ; the fragment numbered 4, is 
on the north side. They all form a portion of the top of 
the Church-wall. 

6. — ^In Ballaugh old Church-yard, on the south side 
of the Church — not much damaged. It is two feet eight 
inches high, and eighteen inches wide in the upper part. 

7. — ^At Kirk Bride. It stands against the bank, on 
the roadside, opposite the entrance to the Church-yard. 
It is four feet high and fourteen inches wide at the bot- 
tom, and is very rudely cut out of freestone. 

8. — ^At Kirk Andreas, on the green, near the entrance 
to the Church-yard ; very much defaced. It is five feet 
high and eighteen inches wide. 

9. — ^In Andreas Church-yard, on the north side of 
the Church. This monument, which is in excellent, 
prieservation, is the most perfect instance of the absence 
of the circle under the cross. The inscription which is 
quite perfect, is read and translated by Mr. Beauford ^-^ 
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<< SoNA Ulf sui Syandti raisti crds dono Aftirarin 

FINIUE CUNNA SINA." 

** The son of Ulf of the Swedti (or Swedes) erected this cross 
to the warrior Aftirarin the son of Cunna." 

10. — ^Between Ramsey and Kirk Maugbold, this relic 
stands on a bank by the road side, about one-and-a-half 
miles from Ramsey. It is composed of freestone. 
Height five feet, width two feet eight inches. 

11.— At Kirk Maughold, in the centre of the plain 
before the Church-yard. It is carved on both sides, but 
is much abraded. Six feet six inches in height, one 
foot nine inches wide, and six inches thick. 

12, — ^In Maughold Church-yard, on the south side of 
the Church. It is three feet six inches high, and two 
feet six inches in the widest part, and made of freestone. 

13. — ^In Maughold Church-yard, This relic lays on 
the ground at the east end of the Church, is carved in 
freestone, and is seven feet four inches long, and two 
feet four, inches wide. 

14. — At Glenroy, the property of John Banks, Esq., 
in the plantation, about a quarter of a mile from the 
house, leaning against the bank. It is three feet two-* 
and-a-half inches high, and twenty inches wide. 

15. — Near Lonan old Church. , This cross stands upon 
a mound about fifty yards to the north of the Church- 
yard, and is in good preservation. It is three feet in 
* height, and twenty-two inches wide. 

16. — ^In Lonan old Church-yard, on the south side, a 
few yards firom the Church, and is in pretty good preser* 
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vatioD. It is five feet foiu^-and-a-half inches high, and 
three feet two inches wide» 

17. — ^In Onchan Church-yard, lying on the ground> 
on the north side of the Church. It is five feet on the 
longest side, and twenty-six inches wide^ Tliis was one 
of the lintels in the old Church. 

18. — ^In Onchan Church- vard, a short distance to the 

north of the tower. The carving is rendered very indis^ 
tinct hy heing covered with lichens^ It is four feet ten 

inches high, and one foot seven inches wide» 

19 & 20.-^In Mrs* Quane*s garden in the village of 
Onchan. In No. 19 the characters are, with few except 
tions, nearly obliterated. It is three feet six inches high> 
and one foot seven inches wide. No. 20 is a firagment of 
arichly ornamented cross, no doubt very similar when 
perfect to No. 18. It is three feet seven inches high, 
and seventeen inches wide* 

21. — ^In Braddan Church-yard. This slender pillar 
is perhaps the most elegant in form and design of any in 
the Island, and is in fine preservation, especially the in-^ 
scrip tion, which is given at the foot of the etching. It is 
read and translated 

" DURLIFR NSACI RlStl CRUS DONO, A^TFIAC 8DNFIN FRUDUR 

SUN Safrsao.^' 

<< For Admiral Dttrlitf, this cross was erected by the son of his 
brother, the son of Safrsag.^* 

It is four feet ten inches high, seven inches wide, and 
four-and-a-half inches thick. 

22.— •^Stands against Braddan Church tower» It is 
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richly carved and in good preservation. Three feet eight 
inches high and three feet wide. 

23.— Is a lintel in Braddan Church-tower. The de- 
sign is very like that of No. 21. This fragment is two 
feet long and eleven inches wide. 

24.— This relic forms the stile at the upper end of 
the Church-yard, and is much worn. It is ^ve feet 
long and seventeen inches wide. 

25. — ^Two fragments in Douglas Museum. The up- 
per one is one foot three and-a-half inches high, and 
nine inches wide. The lower fragment was found in the 
parish of Braddan, and is seventeen inches high, and 
twenty inches wide. 

26. — ^In the parish of Kirk Christ Rushen, at the 
comer of the rdad leading to Port Erin, stands this mo- 
nument, which is the largest in the Island, heing eight 
feet high, and two feet wide. It is very much mutilated. 
This is also remarkable as the only relic of this descrip- 
tion now to be found south of Douglas. This is singular 
as they are so numerous in the northern half of the 
tsland. 

In every instance where the stone on which these 
crosses are sculptured is not named, — which is generally 
the case — they are cut upon clay slate. In the measure- 
ments which are given, the height is taken from the sur^ 
face, as they now stand, without reference to that portion 
which is let into the ground. 
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